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“MADE MANIFEST BY THE LIGHT”
Douglas Hoff

INTRODUCTION1

The assigned text for this study is Ephesians 5:13, which states:
“But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light, for
whatever makes manifest is light.” Just two verses earlier Paul had
written that the Ephesian Christians were to “have no fellowship with
the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them” (Eph. 5:11).
Therefore, there is a natural connection between these two verses since
verse eleven shows what Christians are to do and verse thirteen
indicates how it is done.

This study will first consider the connection between Ephesians
5:11 and Ephesians 5:13, paying particular attention to the meaning of
the word which is translated “expose” and “exposed” in the New King
James Version of these verses. Second, an examination of the immedi-
ate and remote context of the passage will show what is made manifest
that needs reproving. Third, the passage will be scrutinized to clearly
identify what the light is that reveals the deeds of darkness. Fourth,
there will be a discussion of how the light reveals these things and can
correct spiritual errors and imperfections.

SOME RELEVANT BACKGROUND
ON THE CHURCH IN EPHESUS

The composition of the Ephesian church appears to have been
primarily Gentile, though some Jews were most likely members as
well. Paul preached the Gospel in the synagogue in that city but
encountered opposition which led him to take the disciples to the
school of Tyrannus (Acts 18:19; 19:1, 8-9). Over a two year period
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Paul continued preaching “so that all who dwelt in Asia heard the word
of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks” (Acts 19:10). Obviously then,
the Jews in Ephesus had heard the Gospel. That some became Chris-
tians seems probable for at least two reasons. First, Paul speaks at
length in Ephesians about the fact that both Jew and Gentile now have
access to God in one body, which is the church of Christ (Eph. 2:11-18;
cf. 1:22-23). If the Ephesian congregation was composed solely of
Gentile converts it seems unlikely that such a discussion would be
necessary. Second, Paul wanted Timothy to remain in Ephesus to
“charge some that they teach no other doctrine, nor give heed to fables
and endless genealogies” (1 Tim. 1:3-4). Jewish converts would be the
ones interested in such matters because of their racial pride. Paul also
speaks about some unnamed ones who desired to be teachers of the law
(1 Tim. 1:7). Again, this points to Jews rather than Gentiles. However,
that the Gentile converts seem to be the majority of the church is seen
in the pointed remarks Paul made to and about them. For example, in
Ephesians 2:11, it is written: “Therefore remember that you, once
Gentiles in the flesh—who are called Uncircumcision by what is called
the Circumcision made in the flesh by hands.” Later in the letter the
apostle spoke of himself as “Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you
Gentiles” (Eph. 3:1). In his last reference to Gentiles in the letter,
referring to their troubled past which they needed to overcome, Paul
points out: “This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you
should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of
their mind” (Eph. 4:17). Paul described himself as the apostle to the
Gentiles (Rom. 11:13; Gal. 2:7-8). As such, it is not surprising that he
worked among primarily Gentile churches. The book of Acts reveals
that Paul’s custom was to preach the Gospel to the Jews first and later
to the Gentiles (Acts 17:1-2). He showed no partiality knowing that the
Gospel “is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes,
for the Jew first and also for the Greek” (Rom. 1:16). Even though he
taught the Jews the Word of the Lord, he generally seemed to have
more success among the Gentiles. It is noteworthy that while the word
“Gentiles” is mentioned five times in Ephesians, the words “Jew” and
“Jews” are absent. The words “Israelite” and “Israelites” are also
missing from Ephesians. Only once does the apostle refer to Israel, and
that is in pointing out that, before the Gospel, the Gentiles had been
“without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and
strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without
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God in the world” (Eph. 2:12). Thus, it is reasonable to believe that the
church in Ephesus in Paul’s day was made up predominantly of non-
Jewish converts (Eph. 3:8). Sadly, many of those Gentiles had led very
sinful lives before their conversion to Jesus Christ. This is why Paul
had to address the sins of their former lives.

UNFRUITFUL WORKS OF DARKNESS
MUST BE EXPOSED AND REPROVED

Whether they came from a Jewish or Gentile background, Paul
wanted the Ephesians (and all Christians) to walk worthy of their new
found life in the Lord (Eph. 4:1). Both, Jew and Gentile, had become
new creatures in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). Paul said that in obeying the
Gospel the old man had been crucified with Christ that “body of sin
might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin”
(Rom. 6:6; cf. 6:17-18). Once a person is baptized into Christ, he
should walk in newness of life (Rom. 6:4). In the letter of Colossians,
Paul tells Christians: “Do not lie to one another, since you have put off
the old man with his deeds, and have put on the new man who is
renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created
him” (Col. 3:9-10). In contrast, to the Ephesians he wrote, “... that you
put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows
corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of
your mind, and that you put on the new man which was created
according to God, in true righteousness and holiness” (Eph. 4:22-24).
Is there a contradiction between these passages? No. In one sense, the
old man is dead, but there is an ongoing struggle to put to death the
deeds of the body (Rom. 8:13; Col. 3:5). The process of becoming
conformed to the image of God’s Son takes time (Rom. 8:29; 2 Cor.
3:18). The Scriptures speak of it in terms of growing (e.g., 1 Pet. 2:2;
2 Pet. 3:18). Consequently, Paul could speak to the Ephesians as new
creatures in Christ who still needed to fight against the unfruitful works
of darkness. This is also true for Christians today, whether they have
been in the body for one day or seventy years.

The word “walk” is often employed in the Bible as a metaphor for
one’s manner of life. In Ephesians, it occurs seven times in six verses.
To walk worthily of the Lord, the Christians in Ephesus needed to
submit their lives to the will of the Lord Jesus the Christ (cf. Acts
21:14). The Ephesians were told: “Therefore do not be unwise, but
understand what the will of the Lord is” (Eph. 5:17). Paul wrote very
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similar words to the brethren in the city of Colosse, saying: “... walk
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good
work and increasing in the knowledge of God” (Col. 1:10). Coming out
of a worldly background the Gentile converts needed to learn how to
live a new life-style that was in harmony with their new relationship
with God. Concerning the radical transformation the Ephesians had
experienced and the consequent responsibility that attended it, the
apostle reminded them: “For you were once darkness, but now you are
light in the Lord. Walk as children of light” (Eph. 5:8). Notice that Paul
did not say that they had “walked in darkness” but that they had been
darkness. Their lives were utterly corrupt. Now that they were children
of light, they were to walk in the light (1 Jn. 1:7). Jesus said: "I am the
light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but
have the light of life” (Jn. 8:12).

By living new lives as children of light they would prove what is
acceptable to the Lord (Eph. 5:10; cf. Rom. 12:2). Ephesians 5:11
reveals a two-fold duty that every Christian has, but was especially
appropriate for the Gentiles. They were to “have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them” (Eph. 5:11). As
children of light they would have nothing in common with darkness
and its works. A child of God realizes the need to turn away from the
sins of his former life, but it takes a lot of conviction and courage to
expose and reprove sinful deeds. Yet, this is part of the Christian’s walk
with the Lord. To be faithful to the Lord the disciple must not only
avoid sinful behavior, he must also show it for what it really is. This
means shining the light of God’s Word upon the darkness to make it
manifest. This is the connection between Ephesians 5, verses 11 and 13.
However, there is an issue common to both verses that needs to be
addressed.

SHOULD EPHESIANS 5:11 AND 13
READ EXPOSE(D) OR REPROVE(D)?

While the New King James Version is a fairly accurate translation
of God’s Word, there are some instances where certain words could
have been translated better. This section of Scripture is one such case.
Instead of using the word “expose” the King James Version and the
American Standard Version (1901) employ “reprove” or “reproved.”
This is a more accurate rendering of the original Greek word which is
transliterated elengkho. According to any standard lexicon this Greek
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word means to convict, convince, rebuke or reprove.2 The English
dictionary definition for “reprove” is: “to criticize or correct, especially
gently: to reprove a pupil for making a mistake.”3 Alternately, it also
carries the idea of “to disapprove of strongly; censure: to reprove a bad
decision.” On the contrary, the word “expose” has many shades of
meaning including: “1.) to present to view; exhibit; display; 2.) to make
known, disclose, or reveal (intentions, secrets, etc.); 3.) to reveal or
unmask (a crime, fraud, impostor, etc.) and 4.) to hold up to public
reprehension or ridicule (fault, folly, a foolish act or person, etc.).” The
last definition listed for “expose” comes the closest to the idea
conveyed in the original Greek word used in Ephesians 5:11,13. In this
writer’s estimation, although the word “expose” has one meaning
similar to the idea expressed by elengkho, it is only one among many
others that do not have the thought of reproof. Because it expresses the
concept of pointing out error with disapproval, and the desire for
correction, the word “reprove” is the better choice for Ephesians 5:11
and 13.

REPROVING REQUIRES USING
THE LIGHT OF GOD’S WORD

While it is true that light will expose many faults and defects, that
is only part of the job that must be undertaken. For example, in a dark
room many imperfections in a wall’s surface and paint job may not be
seen. But, let the sunshine hit the wall and the minutest flaws can easily
be seen. Sometimes, it takes a lot of work to correct the surface defects
through the use of joint compound, sanding and priming before the
final coat of paint makes the wall look good. So it is with sin in the
lives of Christians. The light of God’s Word will reveal iniquity in
one’s life (Ps. 119:105, 133). God’s Word points out the transgression
by showing it to be a violation of the highest law there is. As such, the
Gospel reproves. Paul explains:

[T]he law is not made for a righteous person, but for the lawless
and insubordinate, for the ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy
and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers,
for manslayers, for fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for
liars, for perjurers, and if there is any other thing that is contrary
to sound doctrine, according to the glorious gospel of the blessed
God which was committed to my trust (1 Tim. 1:9-11).
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Proclaiming the Gospel points out what the will of God is and it shows
sinners that they need to repent of their sins. As the writer of Hebrews
stated: “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit,
and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents
of the heart” (Heb. 4:12).

Since sin is the transgression of the law (1 Jn. 3:4, KJV), and since
without law there would be no transgression (Rom. 4:15), it is obvious
that souls need to be made aware of the law by which they will be
judged one day (Jn. 12:48). If they are ignorant of God’s law, they may
believe they are in no danger of eternal punishment, for they may not
believe in God in the first place. However, even if they acknowledge
the existence of the God of heaven, being ignorant of His law could
leave them with a false sense of security since they are unaware of
God’s judgment against unforgiven sin. The Bible emphatically
declares: “[A]ll have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom.
3:23). Thus, there is a universal sin problem among mankind. But, what
is the penalty for violating divine law? Paul informs his readers: “For
the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). Clearly then, man truly needs to hear the
Gospel, for it is the good news that though souls have sinned against
their God, He is willing to forgive them and give them the gift of
eternal life. The Gospel is the power of God to save lost souls from
their justly deserved penalty (Rom. 1:16). The Gospel declares the love
of God, but it also warns man of the judgment to come and the need to
prepare for that day (Rom. 2:16).

Man needs to know that he has sinned, but what will convince him
of his true spiritual condition? Before turning to Christ, the Ephesians
were dead in trespasses and sins (Eph. 2:1). They needed to hear the
Gospel to appreciate that they were accountable to the Creator of this
universe. The Gospel message was confirmed to be from God by the
miracles which Paul performed (cf. Mk. 16:20; Heb. 2:3-4). Not only
did he reason with the Jews and Greeks using the Scriptures (Acts
18:19; cf. 17:2, 17; 18:4), he also worked signs among them as proof
that his message was truly from God (Acts 19:6, 11-18). This got their
attention and made them inclined to hear the message Paul brought. As
the beloved physician and historian Luke recorded:

This became known both to all Jews and Greeks dwelling in
Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord
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Jesus was magnified. And many who had believed came
confessing and telling their deeds. Also, many of those who had
practiced magic brought their books together and burned them
in the sight of all. And they counted up the value of them, and it
totaled fifty thousand pieces of silver. So the word of the Lord
grew mightily and prevailed (Acts 19:17-20).

Once they had heard the verified message, many of the Ephesians were
convinced of their need for salvation and obeyed the Gospel. They
exhibited repentance even though it may have involved a great
economic loss. The committed follower of Christ will make any
sacrifice necessary to gain Christ knowing this results in true riches
indeed (Phil. 3:8-11; cf. Lk. 16:11).

Today, many people see no need for salvation since they do not
think they are lost. Many declare themselves to be good people who
believe in God, but their knowledge of Him is limited. As it was in the
first century, it is the case today that the confirmed Gospel needs to be
preached to those who are lost in sin and unaware of their sinfulness.
However, unlike the first century, Christians of today cannot perform
miracles, but there is no need for them to do so. The Bible was verified
through signs, wonders and miracles—it does not need modern-day
reconfirmation. Paul noted the temporary nature of the miraculous
spiritual gifts Christ gave to the church (Eph. 4:7-13; 1 Cor. 13:8-13).
When the written revelation of the New Testament was completed near
the end of the first century, there was no more need for the spiritual
gifts spoken of in 1 Corinthians 12-14. Jude 3 says: “[T]he faith [i.e.,
the Gospel] ... was once for all delivered to the saints.” The literal
meaning here is that the one faith/Gospel has been delivered from God
one time for all men of all time, and it will not be altered. To see that
the faith is equivalent to the Gospel all one needs to do is compare
Galatians 1:11 with Galatians 1:23. Paul said that he preached the
Gospel (v. 11), but it was also said of him that he preached the faith (v.
23). The Lord’s church of the twenty-first century likewise needs to be
busy preaching the one faith that saves (Eph. 4:5).

WHAT IS MADE MANIFEST BY THE LIGHT?

Brother Tommy Hicks made some pertinent observations about
Ephesians 5:11 when he wrote:

It is true that Paul's reference to the ‘unfruitful works of dark-
ness’ in Eph. 5:11 applies to the immoral practices in the context
in which the phrase is found; but, it is ludicrous beyond belief to
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limit it to its immediate context in Eph. 5. Common sense should
help us to understand this.4

In the immediate context of Ephesians 5:11-13, Paul states: “But
fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be
named among you, as is fitting for saints; neither filthiness, nor foolish
talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of
thanks” (Eph. 5:3-4). Why should the saints avoid such unfruitful
works of darkness? Paul pointedly declares: “For this you know, that
no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has
any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one deceive
you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God
comes upon the sons of disobedience” (Eph. 5:5-6).

The immediate context not only consists of those verses just
previous to Ephesian 5:11 and 13, it extends to those just beyond them
as well. After telling the Ephesians to walk in wisdom, which requires
understanding what the will of the Lord is, Paul penned words of
warning and instruction, saying: “And do not be drunk with wine, in
which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). It is the
wise person who does not sip the first drop of alcohol for this verse not
only condemns drunkenness, but, more importantly, the process
whereby one gets drunk. That is the meaning of the Greek verb
methusko, which is translated “drunk.”5 It is an inceptive verb which
pictures a growth process that starts with the first drink. Thus, it is
Biblical to speak of a person being “one drink drunk.”

Another item in the immediate context that is made manifest and
reproved by the light is false teaching. Paul spoke of this in Ephesians
5:6, warning: “Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because
of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.”
False teaching leads souls astray from the truth (Eph. 4:14). Appar-
ently, some had been telling the Ephesians that sin is not something
about which one should be too bothered (cf. Rom. 6:1-2). The same
thing is true today, which is why it is so important to heed these words:

Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and
offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid
them. For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ,
but their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech
deceive the hearts of the simple (Rom. 16:17-18).

The remote context for Ephesians 5:11-13 includes the rest of the
epistle, the other New Testament epistles and the entire Bible. This
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would be especially true of Colossians since it is often considered to be
a twin to Ephesians. The remote context includes the lists of sins which
Christians are told to avoid. In a section of Colossians that is roughly
parallel to that found in Ephesians, Paul enumerates some of the more
blatant sins God’s children must avoid for the sake of their souls. Here,
Paul also speaks of putting off the old man and putting on the new man,
as he did in Ephesians 4:22-24. Consider the similarities:

Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth:
fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness,
which is idolatry. Because of these things the wrath of God is
coming upon the sons of disobedience, in which you yourselves
once walked when you lived in them. But now you yourselves
are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy
language out of your mouth. Do not lie to one another, since you
have put off the old man with his deeds, and have put on the new
man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of
Him who created him (Col. 3:5-10).

Another list of sins made manifest by God’s Word is Paul’s catalog
of the “works of the flesh” in Galatians 5:19-21. There Paul states:

Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these;
Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry,
witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions,
heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such
like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in
time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the
kingdom of God (Gal. 5:19-21, KJV).

It is noteworthy that “manifest” means, “readily perceived by the eye
or the understanding; evident; obvious; apparent; plain: a manifest
error.” Since the word “evident” is synonymous with “manifest,” the
New King James Version appropriately says “the works of the flesh are
evident.” God tells man that certain sins are obvious. Regarding this,
1 Timothy 5:24 says: “Some men's sins are clearly evident, preceding
them to judgment, but those of some men follow later.”

With the use of the phrase, “and the like” (Gal. 5:21), the Holy
Spirit contemplated other sins of a nature similar to those listed as
works of the flesh. Thus, this is not an exhaustive catalog of sins. The
wise disciple of Christ will be guided by godly principles in determin-
ing what actions and attitudes should be avoided, exposed and
reproved. By using the phrase “and the like,” numberless unspecified
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sins were certainly anticipated. For example, sometimes people will
ask: “Where does the Bible condemn the use of marijuana?” Since the
word “marijuana” is not found in God’s Word, those wishing to use it
think they have found a loophole. Recently, several states have
legalized the use of marijuana for medical purposes. Worldly minded
souls think the “medical use” provision strengthens their case since
Paul told Timothy: “[U]se a little wine for your stomach's sake and
your frequent infirmities” (1 Tim. 5:23). Notice it says, “a little wine.”
Social drinking finds no support from this verse; neither should
Christians start using marijuana.6 Mind altering drugs are condemned
in various passages that enjoin sobriety, which literally means to be in
control of one’s mental faculties (e.g., 1 Tim. 3:2; Tit. 2:6). This is
impossible while imbibing alcohol or using marijuana in any manner.

WHAT IS THE LIGHT OF EPHESIANS 5:13?

In the Scriptures darkness often stands for evil, lies and unbelief.
For example, Jesus said:

And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their
deeds were evil. For everyone practicing evil hates the light and
does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. But
he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be
clearly seen, that they have been done in God (Jn. 3:19-21).

Since light and darkness are opposites, light usually represents holiness,
truth and belief as in the above passage. The aged apostle, John, also
draws the contrast between light and darkness, writing:

This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare
to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. If we
say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we
lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light as He
is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin (1 Jn. 1:5-
7).

John is exhorting his readers to “walk in the light,” and Paul is telling
the Ephesians to “Walk as children of light” (Eph. 5:8). Is there any
meaningful difference between these two expressions? No. The specific
identity of the light, as used in Ephesians 5:13, must be the Word of
God, which is the perfect expression of truth and holiness, since it
comes from the God Who is light (cf. Jn. 8:12; 9:5).
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A good rule of interpreting Scripture is to test a suggested meaning
by substitution. In this case, let the reader consider the passage under
consideration by seeing if it makes sense to have the Word of God
stand for the light. First, notice the emphasis placed upon the Word of
God in the life of the Christian, as portrayed in the epistle to the
Ephesians. In chapter three, the apostle speaks of the mystery which
had been revealed to him. This mystery has reference to the Gospel,
which is the Word of God (Eph. 3:1-9). In the fourth chapter, Paul
beseeches the disciples to walk worthy of their calling (Eph. 4:1). In
2 Thessalonians 2:13-14, it is revealed that one obtains salvation by
being called by the Gospel. So, the Ephesians needed to walk worthy
of the Gospel, which is also what Paul said to the Philippians (Phil.
1:27). Later, in the fourth chapter of Ephesians, Paul writes about the
temporary spiritual gifts that will no longer be needed when the Bible
had been completely revealed (Eph. 4:7-13). Then, that great soldier of
the cross reminded the church of the need for speaking the truth in love
(Eph. 4:15). Surely, this is the same as preaching the Gospel, or the
faith. In Ephesians 4:20, the prisoner of the Lord discusses how the
Ephesians had learned Christ, saying they had “been taught by Him, as
the truth is in Jesus” (Eph. 4:21). How had the members of the Lord’s
church at Ephesus learned about Jesus? They had heard the Word of
Truth, the Gospel of their salvation (Eph. 1:13). Then, in Ephesians
5:1-2, Paul said the Ephesians should be “imitators of God as dear
children. And walk in love.” This is very similar to the language John
employed in his epistles. How would these converts from a Gentile
background learn to live this new life? They needed to conform to the
will of God as they had been taught. Again, borrowing a parallel
thought from Colossians 2:6-7, notice the connection between walking
the new Christian life and the Word of God—“As you have therefore
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and built up in
Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding
in it with thanksgiving.” After telling them to walk as children of light
Paul urges them to walk in wisdom, and this requires understanding
what the will of the Lord is (Eph. 5:15-17). Indeed, the “light” of
Ephesians 5:13 is the Word of God. Nothing else fits the context.

HOW DOES THE LIGHT REVEAL AND REPROVE?

Light always dispels darkness. Whatever is done in the dark will be
exposed when the powerful Word of God shines upon it. There is no
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hiding evil when the Gospel is proclaimed. Sadly, upon hearing the
truth of God many will hate the light (Jn. 3:19-21). Once a soul hears
the truth, he then must make a choice about what he will do with Jesus.
About those who will not come to the light, the Lord said:

If I had not come and spoken to them, they would have no sin,
but now they have no excuse for their sin. He who hates Me
hates My Father also. If I had not done among them the works
which no one else did, they would have no sin; but now they
have seen and also hated both Me and My Father (Jn. 15:22-24).

Man has the ability and the responsibility to choose whom he will serve
(Josh. 24:15). Those who decide to obey God will find power in the
Word of God to overcome sin. As the apostle Peter said:

Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God
and of Jesus our Lord, as His divine power has given to us all
things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge
of Him who called us by glory and virtue, by which have been
given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that
through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust (2 Pet.
1:2-4).

Or, as Paul wrote: “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). When man wants to
do better, he will find that the Word of God effectively works in those
who believe and obey it (1 Thess. 2:13).

CONCLUSION

Ephesians 5:11-13 is a passage that deserves to be studied in
greater depth since it has a lot to say to the world today. Many need to
hear that the God of heaven desires for them to escape the moral and
doctrinal corruption that has so saturated society. The unfruitful works
of darkness abound, as is evident by reading, watching or hearing the
news. Instead of taking pleasure in unrighteousness (2 Thess. 2:12)
and/or having fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, God’s
children need to shine the spotlight of truth on the errors and evil that
surround them. God’s Word will not only expose such for what they
really are, it will show how to correct them. The Gospel is the power
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of God unto salvation. It points out the sin in a man’s life—and it
provides the remedy by which he can be saved.
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